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ARGETS

2009 - 2010 Membership Target Dates

* September 8, 2009 - 50 percent

October 13, 2009 - 55 percent

November 16, 2009 - 65 percent

* December 8, 2009 - 75 percent

January 12, 2010 - 80 percent

* February 9, 2010 - 85 percent

March 9, 2010 - 90 percent

* April 13, 2010 – 95 percent

May 11, 2010 - 100 percent

* This date is also a renewal notice cutoff date. Membership transmittals received at State Headquarters on these target dates will stop additional renewal mailings (and subsequently save

renewal mailing cost charges to the Department).

[image: image2.png]




The American Legion

Department of Maine

P.O. Box 900, Waterville, ME 04903

Tel: (207) 873-3229 

E-mail: legionme@mainelegion.org

Website: www.mainelegion.org
Weekly Update
[image: image3.png]



May 28, 2010
( SMILE (
A man with ambition can do more with a rusty screwdriver 
than a loafer can do with a shop full of tools .
State Convention At

Bangor Civic Center
The state convention for the Maine American Legion will be held at the Bangor Civic Center on Friday, June 18 and Saturday, June 19.  Department Commander Andy Olson will officially open the convention promptly at noontime on Friday and the convention will close on Saturday afternoon with the announcement of the Credentials Committee as to the results of the elections of the Department Officers.  It promises to be a lively convention with many speakers, presentations, awards, resolutions and the campaigning of several officers hoping to be elected to leadership positions within our organization.  All legionnaires are welcome although voting on candidates and resolutions and having a voice at the convention will be limited to delegates or alternates as appropriate.

Please remember that the Department Headquarters handles reservations ONLY for Department Officers, Past Department Commanders, and candidates for Department Office, Area Representatives, specified Auxiliary members and SAL Officers.  All others need to make their own reservations and the following information will assist you in your planning for the convention in Bangor, June 17 – 20, 2009.  Please mention The American Legion when calling as some of these rates are reduced for Legion family members.
Ramada Inn – 947-6961 – 357 Odlin Rd., single or double $84.53 tax included

Bangor Motor Inn – 947-0355 – Hogan Rd., double $68.00, king $78.00 plus 7% tax

Super 8 – 945-5681 – 462 Odlin Rd., single $77.00 w/$5.00 for each person after plus 7% tax

Howard Johnson – 942-5251 – 336 Odlin Rd., $69.95 single, double $74.95 plus 7% tax

Days Inn – 942-8272 – 250 Odlin Rd., $82.00 single plus 7% tax
Econo Lodge – 945-0111 – 327 Odlin Rd., 10% discount, free breakfast, heated pool, $67.50 single, $72.00 double, $76.00 king plus 7% tax.

Holiday Inn – 947-0101 – 404 Odlin Rd., $89.00 plus 7% tax

Hollywood Slots & Hotel – 974-3500 – 500 Main St., $149.00 to $189 plus 7% tax

State Convention Delegates And Alternates
Each post is entitled to one delegate and one alternate for each one hundred members or fractional part there of paid up by May 19, 2010.  The attached Post Delegate Report will tell each post how many delegates to which they are entitled. In addition, all department officers, district commanders, area representatives and Past Department Commanders are delegates at-large and should not be named as post delegates.

Alternate delegates are entitled to a seat in the convention and will have the right to vote or voice at the convention only in the absence of the duly elected delegates.  The decision of the selection of alternate delegates to represent absent delegates is a matter of decision within the respective delegations.  All Legion family members and guests are invited to attend the convention as guests, but have no voice or vote unless delegates.

Delegates must be registered with the convention in order to vote (1976 Convention Mandate).  A registration fee of $5 for each delegate and alternate may be paid by sending a check made payable to The American Legion, P. O. Box 900, Waterville, Maine 04903.  The delegate/alternate form is also attached to this newsletter. Please return these forms by June 1.
Delegates may get ballots from the Credentials Committee on Saturday, June 19, 2010 between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. at the Bangor Civic Center.  No ballots will be issued after 10:00 a.m. and the ballot boxes will close promptly at 10:15 a.m.  If you are a delegate or alternate to this year’s convention please remember to bring your current American Legion membership card or PUFL card and go to the registration table immediately upon your arrival to pick up your delegate or alternate package.  

The official uniform of The American Legion is the Legion cap.

Legionnaire Insurance Trust
The Department and the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) are jointly conducting a major enrollment campaign for the “no-cost” $1,000 AD&D program.  The goal is to provide every Legionnaire in your Post (and the Department) with an enrollment postcard with his/her 2011 membership Card.   Legionnaires signing-up via the postcard will be covered through August 31, 2016 – assuming membership is maintained.  

Please insert a postcard with each 2011 Membership Card renewal communication and don’t forget your PUFLs.  Department Headquarters now has the postcards and we have included some of these postcards in with the membership cards.  If more are needed, they may be picked up at convention.

Special Olympics Summer Games
Special Olympics Summer Games is opening Friday, June 11 at noon with the games. At 6:00 p.m., the parade starts off with all the participating Olympians. State Commander, Andy Olson, will present the Ambrose Award at the conclusion of the parade for the best marching unit. 

The games run from June 11 through Sunday, June 13. Closing ceremonies will be at 11:00 a.m. Sunday. The location of the games will again this year be at the University of Maine Orono campus at the football stadium.

All Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Sons and ALR are invited to attend any and all ceremonies of the program. 

District Meetings
District 12 – Hancock: June 8, Trenton Post 207, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. mtg.

District 15 – Washington:  June 13, Calais Post 3, 2 p.m., installations 
What’s Happening?
Placement of American Flags on the Graves in the Maine Veterans Memorial Cemetery System:  May 29, Civic Center Drive cemetery and the Caribou cemetery, 9 a.m.  We will gather again on June 1- 2, or June 3 at 9 a.m. (weather needs to be dry) to remove the flags for use again another year.

Augusta Post 2 Flag Placement at Graves:  May 29, Meet at monument in Civic Center Cemetery, 9 a.m., all are invited.  FMI, please call Patrick Eisenhart at 632-3807 or e-mail pat@theopcenter.com.  Flags will be retrieved on June 1 – 2, 9 a.m.

Wreath Laying:  May 31, Augusta Post 2, wreath laying at various points in Augusta, 9 a.m.  Post members are asked to wear uniforms.  Meet in post parking lot, all are invited.  FMI, please call Patrick Eisenhart at 632-3807 or e-mail pat@theopcenter.com.  

Medal Awards Ceremony/Luncheon: May 31, Augusta Post 2, 1 p.m.  Members are asked to bring entrée, dessert.  All are invited.   FMI, please call Patrick Eisenhart at 632-3807 or e-mail pat@theopcenter.com.

Dover-Foxcroft Memorial Day Parade:  May 31, starts at Merrick Square 10 a.m. (across from Webber Hardware).  Please dress up our town with Patriotic displays and come join us as we pay tribute to our fallen comrades of the Military, the Fire Fighters, and Law Enforcement.  No invite needed, just show up!  We wish all veterans would " fall in”, and march with us, just check in with our Road Guard for your spot.  FMI, please contact Ed at 717-6473 or edfconroy@myway.com 
	
	


Windham Memorial Day Parade:  Assembly for the parade starts at 9:15 a.m. proceeding down Gray Road to the high school for the memorial service at 10 a.m.  All community groups and organizations are welcome to participate in the parade.  This year the ceremonies will be followed by an Open House at the Veterans Center from noon until 2 p.m. There will be a flag retirement ceremony during the service at the high school.  Anyone with an unserviceable flag can bring it to the service.  American Legion members will collect these flags and ensure they are retired properly.
Public Supper:  June 4, Dixfield Post 100, 4 – 6 p.m., choice of Barbecued or Shake & Bake boneless breast of chicken with pasta salad and roll.  $6 for adults, $4 for children six to twelve and children under five, free.

2nd Annual Sebasticook River Race: June 5 includes 6th.  $10 race registration fee by May 31, $15 after that date.  Includes t-shirt (first 20 registrants) and lunch.  Prizes awarded for top 3 in each class.  Parking available at the River Access Park in Clinton with shuttle available to take boats and paddlers to Burnham starting at 8:30. 

Life jackets are required and bottled water will be provided for everyone. FMI 426-9651 or email clintonparsandrec@ymail.com
Breakfast:  June 12, Palermo Post 163, 7 - 9 a.m., $5, all you can eat.  FMI, please call Clayton York at 993-2589.
Stockholm Post 136 Benefit Supper:  June 14, Stockholm Post 136, 6 p.m., to benefit cancer patient, $8.

Swedish Mid-summer Supper:  June 18, Stockholm Post 136, 6 p.m.  Entertainment to be provided. $10.
Roast Beef Supper:  June 19, Palermo Post 163, 5 – 7 p.m., $7 for adults, under age twelve, free.  All you can eat.  FMI, please call Clayton York at 993-2589.  
Donations
THANK YOU           THANK YOU           THANK YOU

Unity Post 50

$100 – Maine Blind Camp
Elizabeth C. Whalen

$10 – Cemetery flags
Letters
Dear American Legion, Maine Department
We greatly appreciate your donation of $1,000 to the Beals House.  This will be used in a wise and caring manner for families of hospitalized veterans.  Thank you so much for your continued support.

Mary Duquette

 Secretary, Board of Directors Beals Hospitality House
Condolences

Ernest E. Barnes, father of Past Department Historian Jeff Barnes has passed away. He was a US Navy veteran of World War II and plank owner of the USS Saipan, CVL 48. Cards may be sent to Jeff at 174 Main St., Apt. W511, Bangor 04401.  

Sons of The American Legion

Detachment News
Calling all squadrons! We need your membership! There are still a lot of members that have not paid their 2010 dues or maybe they have but your membership guy has not transmitted them yet to Detachment. Either way, time is growing short. We go to our 35th Maine State Convention on June 18th and we need to be at 100% membership when we arrive! Gentlemen, we have made 100% membership before convention for the past three years! Let’s not break a winning streak, when we can make it four in a row!  Talk to those delinquent members and work with them to get their dues up to date. Then get those transmittals done and mailed to: Detachment of Maine, P. O. Box 155, Woolwich, ME 04579.

Speaking of convention, I hope that all squadrons have chosen their delegates. We meet in the Mezzanine of the Bangor Civic Center. Registration is from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.. If you did not pre-register, we can handle that then. The important thing is that your squadron be represented.
Waterville Post 5 will host a benefit concert on June 6 for the Homeless Veterans of Maine. Nashville recording artists; Debbie Myers, Sonny Perry and the Nashville North Band, and Maine Academy of Country Music founder Bob Elston and the Road Rangers Band will be performing live on stage from 11 to 4 p.m.  SAL Squadron 5 will be selling hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken. There’ll be a 50/50 raffle and a silent auction. Adult admission $10, under sixteen $5 and under five free. For more information, call Brian Danforth at 314-0222.

If you get cable, keep an eye on Channel 7 in the Kennebec Valley area and Cable Channel 9 in many areas of Maine. You might see Department Commander Andy Olson, Department President Lois Hubbard and Detachment Commander Bruce Pierce in an interview with Detachment Vice Brian Danforth and the folks at Central Maine CATV. We all sat down this past Wednesday in Fairfield to talk about the homeless veterans in Maine and what services are available through Togus to help them. The Commander’s/President’s joint project this year has been to raise awareness and funds for these relief efforts. On that note, we thank everyone for their support of the homeless veterans this year and hope to see you at Waterville for the big concert.

Squadron 150 Mechanic Falls will draw the winner of the Old Town Canoe at 5:00 p.m. today! Tickets are a buck a piece or a book of six for $5. You still have time to buy your raffle tickets if you hurry down there.

Finally, this week end is Memorial Day week end. I know our Legion Family will be busy observing this solemn remembrance as it should be with parades, services for those that answered the final call in defense of freedom and marking their graves with the flag they served under. The Detachment of Maine wishes everyone a safe holiday.
If your Squadron has an event and would like it in the SMILE, contact me by Wednesday at  unclebru2@aol.com. 
Yours in Service.

Bruce Pierce 

Detachment Commander

Auxiliary Corner
We have all but seen another month through.  Reports are coming in and it shows how busy the Auxiliary has been during 2009-2010.  Much has been accomplished, but DON'T stop now.  Continue to work your programs and plan to be prepared, to get with the incoming Chairmen and share with them what worked and what didn't, during your year. Communication will make us a stronger organization. 

 

Do hope that many of you are making plans for Convention.  Let's end the year on a real positive note with lots of participation.   Officers Appreciation Banquet will be held on Friday, June 18.  Social hour starts at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6 p.m.  Lots of fun and surprises are planned - you don't want to miss out on this evening.

 

I would like to thank the Units that have honored me by having me install their newly elected Officers for 2010-2011.  I have also enjoyed my visits to Units across the state.  It's been a real eye-opener to see what the Units have been able to accomplish.  District #1 can be very proud of the fact that they have a new Chartered Unit.  Congratulations go out to the new Casco Unit.

 

Still puffing along to "Station 100" is our "Circus Train"  We are still on that up hill climb and we will really have to pile on the fuel to get up to the top, as we have lost a bit of steam.  Ladies, let's all pitch in and bring those last hold-outs "on board". Starring again as our "Top Act" is District #2.  Congratulations Ladies for a super effort. 

 ---------WORKING TOGETHER BRINGS RESULTS----------
Lois M. Hubbard                                                                                                      1561 Mason Bay Road

ALA-Dept. President                                                                                                Jonesport, ME 04649

Email:  misslois@mgemaine.com                     




Tel: 207-497-5949

   





       
Fax: 207-497-5949

Best Wishes,


            








Lloyd Woods,
  

   
 






          Department Adjutant 

         
           


 
        THE AMERICAN LEGION
                                                                     DEPARTMENT OF MAINE
POST DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO THE 2010 STATE CONVENTION
Following are the elected delegates and alternates for this post to the 92ndAnnual State Convention of The Maine American Legion to be held at the Bangor Civic Center, June 18-20, 2010.  Election of delegates has been in accordance to the Call to State Convention.  This form must be mailed to the Department Adjutant’s office by June 1, 2010.  The 1976 State Convention mandated that all delegates MUST register prior to voting.  Evidence of registration will be requested by the credentials committee.  


_____________________________
_____________________________


Post Adjutant's Signature
Post Commander's Signature
                              DELEGATES
                  ALTERNATES
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DELEGATES-AT-LARGE: (Department Officers, Past Department Commanders, District Commanders and Area Representatives)


1. 









2. 









3. 









Credentials Committee will meet June 19, 2010 at 8 a.m.  Registration fee of $5 for each delegate and alternate MUST be paid by sending a check payable to The American Legion, P.O. Box 900, Waterville, ME 04903-0900 by June 1, 2010.  ALL DELEGATES MUST BE PRE-REGISTERED. 

NAME OF POST 








LOCATION 


  POST NO. 




No. of delegates allowed (Office Use Only) 
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