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ARGETS

2009 - 2010 Membership Target Dates

* September 8, 2009 - 50 percent

October 13, 2009 - 55 percent

November 16, 2009 - 65 percent

* December 8, 2009 - 75 percent

January 12, 2010 - 80 percent

* February 9, 2010 - 85 percent

March 9, 2010 - 90 percent

* April 13, 2010 – 95 percent

May 11, 2010 - 100 percent

* This date is also a renewal notice cutoff date. Membership transmittals received at State Headquarters on these target dates will stop additional renewal mailings (and subsequently save

renewal mailing cost charges to the Department).
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May 14, 2010
( SMILE (
It is quite possible to work without results, but never will there be results without work.
Congratulations to the following for achieving 100% in membership:

Stockton Springs Post 157
National Convention 
The American Legion’s National Convention will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 27 – Sept. 2, 2010.
The Maine delegation will be staying at the Hilton Milwaukee City Center Hotel, 509 West Wisconsin Ave.,

Milwaukee.  King/double room - one – two occupants, $128.35, tax included; additional occupant - $10; rollaway – $30 per day; Parking $12.00 self per day. We have a limited number of rooms at the Department Hotel and they will be assigned first come, first served.  Please return the housing form no later than June 4.  If you plan to make hotel reservations somewhere else, please inform us of that as well.

National Convention Shirts
Commander Olson and President Hubbard have decided on the National convention shirts for Milwaukee this year. They will be the shirts listed in the Emblem Sales Catalog on page 29 for Legionnaires titled “Stars Polo”, item number 707.707X, white for men at $36.95 and 707.717X at $34.95, white for female Legionnaires. For the Auxiliary on page 87, again is the “Stars Polo” in white #307.707X at $34.95. For the Sons, page 79 again “Stars Polo” #507.707X, white at $36.95. The shirts can be customized and will be as stated on each page listed. It will be up to each individual to order the shirt from Emblem Sales and to customize, if desired.  It is requested that “Maine” be embroidered on the shirt below the respective emblem.
Each member of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion who plans to participate in the Convention Parade is asked to wear this shirt.
NOTE - 2011 membership cards and post rosters are now available at Department HQ for those interested in picking them up.  Otherwise we will have them at the State Convention in Bangor next month for you.  They may be picked up between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mon. – Thurs. and 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Friday.
Legionnaire Insurance Trust
The Department and the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) are jointly conducting a major enrollment campaign for the “no-cost” $1,000 AD&D program.  The goal is to provide every Legionnaire in your Post (and the Department) with an enrollment postcard with his/her 2011 membership Card.   Legionnaires signing-up via the postcard will be covered through August 31, 2016 – assuming membership is maintained.  

During the most recent annual LIT Trust meeting, the LIT Board of Directors recommended each Department ship out enough enrollment postcards to you for your Post’s membership.  Please call or email Department Headquarters for any additional cards needed.    

Please insert a postcard with each 2011 Membership Card renewal communication and don’t forget your PUFLs.  As soon as these postcards are received at Department, we will distribute them.

Blue Star Banner Recipients
Dover-Foxcroft Post 29 is still looking for Blue Star Banner recipients (parents, spouses, etc. of active duty soldiers) to contact us for our May 15th, 6 p.m. presentation at 112 Park St.  So far we have 3 families.  
FMI, please contact Ed at 717-6473 or edfconroy@myway.com 

Going Green

Your local Legion Post 29 is doing their part to clean up the environment. We have reduced our carbon footprint by about 15%+.  We have chosen to not mow a part of our property to save gas and time and reduce pollution.  A few years ago we planted some fruit trees, and last year we planted some shrubs.  We want to alert the public that there is no need to have everything mowed and that our bee population is taking a hit from all the over spraying of pesticides.  Please contact your local County Extension office for more ideas.  Oh yes, please consider coming to play bingo on Thursday 5:45 p.m.  
Form 990
Friends

 

I hope the attached story does not pertain to any of our Organizations!  I believe all were warned a few years ago, but I have no idea who has filed or not!!  May 17, 2010 is very close!!  http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/taxes/2010-05-14-charity14_ST_N.htm.   

It might be too late for some groups, but every Non-Profit was required to file a 990 or else this was going to happen!!  You might want to check with all Posts, Auxiliary Units, SAL or any Non-Profit such as Historical Soc, and any NON-PROFIT you know of!!  If they have not filed they have till May 17 to at least file a 990-N on line!!  http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html.  If you know of a Non-Profit please check with them that they have filed this report!

Just a heads up!

 

Don Simoneau
Poppy Signifies Remembrance

The poppy which grows wild on the battlefields of Flanders in France became 
The Word 1 symbol of sacrifice which they had endured.

The American Legion Auxiliary adopted the brilliant red bloom so much like 
The blood which had been shed there as a spiritual memorial to their bravery.

The Auxiliary Memorial Poppies are donated by the Legionnaires and Auxiliary members.  All contributions are entirely to assist veterans and their families.  
Thanks to the generosity for the donations we are able to donate to the Togus Veterans Hospital, Special Olympics, Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets as well to the Homeless Vet’s Cancer Society and community services.

Marie McMahon, Chairman
Waterville Unit 5
For Sale
Lift ramp to go on the back of a vehicle, $2000 or best offer, in good condition.  FMI, please call Don Chase at 441-2214 or call the Legion at 377-8258 and leave a message.  Also, 1 regular wheelchair and 2 walkers to loan out for however long they are needed.

Directory Changes
Pg. 12, Department Americanism Committee, Steve Page (446-0387) 
Pg. 16, Education & Scholarship Committee, Steve Page (446-0387)
Pg. 22, Camp Tall Pines Committee, Steve Page (446-0387)
Pg. 65, Houlton Post 47 has a new website, http://www.americanlegionpost47.org.
Pg. 93, VAVS, Steve Page (446-0387)

Pg. 96, Voiture 1399, Chef de Train, Steve Page (446-0387)

District Meetings
District 2 – Cumberland:  May 16, S. Portland Post 35, 4 p.m., elections and nominations, memorial service for deceased veterans and pot luck supper

District 11 – Waldo:  May 16, Unity Post 50, 2 p.m.

District 13 – Penobscot:  May 16, Howland Post 97, 12 noon lunch, 1 p.m. mtg., installation of officers
District 5 – Oxford:  May 18, Fryeburg Post 137, 7 p.m.

District 14 – Piscataquis: May 22, Greenville Post 94, 6:30 p.m. supper, 7:30 p.m. meeting, election of officers

What’s Happening?
Bangor High School JROTC Program:  May 19, Bangor Post 12 announces the recipient of a $250.00 scholarship for outstanding JROTC cadet candidate. This year’s recipient is Lindsey Hicks of the Bangor High School JROTC program.  The award is to be presented at the military ball. 
Baked Bean Supper and Bake Sale:  May 21, CAHS Cafeteria, sponsored by Mars Hill Post 118, 4:30 – 7 p.m.  Adults $6, children under 6 free.  Proceeds to benefit the post.

Baked Bean Supper:  May 22, Legion Hall in Howland, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Fried hot dogs, onions, American Chop Suey, coleslaw, rolls, desserts.  $6.00 per person. Take out is available. Phone 290-4490
Presentation of check to the State of Maine for the Maine Veterans Memorial Grave Flags from the Department of Maine, American Legion:  May 25, Mount Vernon Road Cemetery of the MVMC in Augusta.  The location will be near the new Up Right Headstone Section or Avenue of Flags, dependent on the weather, 11 a.m.

Placement of American Flags on the Graves in the Maine Veterans Memorial Cemetery System:  May 29, Civic Center Drive cemetery and the Caribou cemetery, 9 a.m.  We will gather again on June 1- 2, or June 3 at 9 a.m. (weather needs to be dry) to remove the flags for use again another year.

Dover-Foxcroft Memorial Day Parade:  May 31, starts at Merrick Square 10 a.m. (across from Webber Hardware).  Please dress up our town with Patriotic displays and come join us as we pay tribute to our fallen comrades of the Military, the Fire Fighters, and Law Enforcement.  No invite needed, just show up!  We wish all veterans would " fall in”, and march with us, just check in with our Road Guard for your spot.  FMI, please contact Ed at 717-6473 or edfconroy@myway.com 
	
	


Donations
THANK YOU           THANK YOU           THANK YOU

Robert Traill, Jr.
$25.00 – Cemetery Flags
Earl Ross

$50 – Cemetery Flags

Ft. Fairfield Post 27
$100 – Maine Blind Camp

Cherryfield Post 8
$200 – Maine Blind Camp

Stonington Post 102

$100 – Maine Blind Camp
Madawaska Post 147

$100 – Maine Blind Camp, Camper support
Kudos
On May 7, Locke Mills Post 68 held a special bingo to assist the Western Maine Veterans Advisory Council. The evening raised $1,125 for the Council. This will be used to offset the cost involved in the Military Vehicle Show to be held on July 17. Joe Cooney and Gene Bickford were on hand to accept the check.  Ed Ellis of Post 24 and Legion Riders was a great asset for the evening.  
Thank You
I wish to thank all the Legionnaires and friends who have sent to me their best wishes and get wells, all the cards and flowers.  They all made me smile and I am getting better and stronger every day.  Thank-you  again.

Yours in service,

Brenda Dearborn, 2nd Vice Cmdr
Condolences

Genevieve Hubbard, mother of Ike Hubbard, Post 9 and mother-in-law of ALA Department President Lois Hubbard has passed away.  Cards may be sent to Ike and Lois at 1561 Mason Bay Road, Jonesport, ME 04649.
Walter Miete, Past Department Chaplain and long time member of Wiscasset Post 54, has passed away.  There will be a Celebration of Life for Walter on Saturday, May 22 at 2:00 p.m. at the Congregational Church in Wiscasset. The church is located on Main Street, Wiscasset next to the court house. Burial will be in the Alna Cemetery on Route 218. There will be a reception at the Congregational Church hall following the burial. 

Cards of condolence may be sent to M. Jo at 724 West Alna Rd., Alna 04535.
Sons of The American Legion

Detachment News
It is getting down to crunch time for membership. We stand at 92% at this time. We need 220 more members to reach our 100% goal. There are still 685 renewals to get. 
Every Squadron should have all your report forms; they are due by the 15th. If your Squadron has not yet sent them in, please fill them out and send them into me as soon as possible. Our deadline is the 15th of this month for recognition at State Convention. The Detachment Adjutant will still be sending them into National all summer.
Gary Bolster, a member of Squadron 14 and Service Officer died the 7th of May from cancer. He leaves behind two young daughters. Funeral arrangements will be announced at a later date. Gary was a very dedicated member in the Sons of the American Legion. He enjoyed helping where he could and he will be missed greatly.

Squadron 1 Rockland is serving up subs & sandwiches tonight, 5to 7 p.m. followed by Karaoke. Next Friday, they hold their installation of officers. Social at 5:00 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., installation at 7 p.m. followed by dancing until 11 p.m. Music will be provided by DJ Midcoast Entertainment.

The Sons and Auxiliary of Post 150 in Mechanic Falls will host a fish fry tonight from 5 p.m. until it’s all gone. Fried haddock, french fries, cole slaw and home made desserts are this evening’s fare.  

Post 5 Waterville will host a benefit concert on June 6th for the Homeless Veterans of Maine. Nashville recording artists; Debbie Myers, Sonny Perry and the Nashville North Band, and Maine Academy of Country Music founder Bob Elston and the Road Rangers Band will be performing live on stage from 11 to 4 p.m. SAL Squadron 5 will be selling hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken. There’ll be a 50/50 raffle and a silent auction. Adult admission is $10, under sixteen is $5 and under five is free. For more information, call Brian Danforth at 314-0222.  

If your Squadron has an event and would like it in the SMILE, contact me by Wednesday at  unclebru2@aol.com. 
Yours in Service.

Bruce Pierce 

Detachment Commander

Auxiliary Corner
The Membership/MIS Conference was held in Indianapolis, May 1st through May 3rd.  Those attending were able to have a bit of "Hands On" training into the new Management Information System.  This system will begin with the processing of membership, streamlining the process and saving the Dept. Secretary time.  The membership cards for 2011 will reflect this new system.  More information on this will be forthcoming.

 

Although the temperatures have cooled some from a few weeks ago, spring and its many activities in towns and cities goes on, the perfect opportunity to show our "Service NOT Self" motto to our veteran's, communities and children & youth.  GET INVOLVED, it's a win-win situation for all.

 

May is "POPPY MONTH" and it is hoped that all Units will hold a "POPPY DAY".  Donations for "Poppies" go a long ways toward aiding our veterans and their families.  Suggestion:  If your town has an empty store front, ask if a "Poppy Display" could be set up.  In remembering our Veterans, also keep in mind those listed as POW/MIAs.

 

Our "Circus Train" continues to chug along the track to "Station 100" with 90.5% paid-up memberships.  It is realized that the last few miles are up-hill to the station. NOW is the time to really go after those unpaid members and perhaps use an incentive to get them renewed.   REMEMBER, we can't arrive at "Station 100" unless ALL Members are "On Board".
 ---------WORKING TOGETHER BRINGS RESULTS----------
Lois M. Hubbard                                                                                                      1561 Mason Bay Road

ALA-Dept. President                                                                                                Jonesport, ME 04649

Email:  misslois@mgemaine.com                     




Tel: 207-497-5949

   





       
Fax: 207-497-5949

Best Wishes,


            








Lloyd Woods,
  

   
 






          Department Adjutant 

DEPARTMENT OF MAINE, THE AMERICAN LEGION
20 ____ - 20____ DISTRICT OFFICERS
ELECTED: _________________(DATE)

Commander __________________________________________________________________________________

                    (Name)      (ID Number)
(Mailing Address)                                          (Zip) 
                                                                              

(Home telephone)                               (Business telephone)


(e-mail address)

Adjutant _____________________________________________________________________________________

               (Name)      (ID Number)
(Mailing Address)                                          (Zip) 
                                                                              

(Home telephone)                               (Business telephone)


(e-mail address)

Finance Officer 









1st Vice Commander ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Vice Commander __________________________________________________________________________ 

Sergeant-at-Arms ______________________________________________________________________________

Historian ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chaplain ____________________________________________________________________________________

Americanism Officer ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Service Officer ________________________________________________________________________________


 (Name)      (ID Number)
(Mailing Address)                                          (Zip) 


      

(Home telephone)                               (Business telephone)


(e-mail address)

INTERNAL AFFAIRS MEMBERS: 








AREA REPRESENTATIVE:









Please fill in the name, street address or Post Office box, town, zip code and telephone numbers of ALL officers and return this form to: THE AMERICAN LEGION, P.O. Box 900, Waterville, ME 04903-0900.  If additional page is needed please use same.  This form needs to be completed every year, even if your officers do not change.
DEADLINE:  June 1


__________________________________________________



DISTRICT NUMBER
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