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March 6, 2009
( SMILE (
The future arrives one hour at a time.
Congratulations to the following for achieving 100% in membership:
District 14 - Piscataquis
Berwick Post 79

Washington Conference
Department Commander John Doyle led a contingent of legionnaires to Washington, D.C. this past week to meet with our Congressional delegation to further the legislative aims and goals of the Department of Maine, The American Legion.  The group also attended meetings for updates on legislation, veterans affairs and other Legion matters.  By almost any measure the trip was a success.  

We explained our concerns and goals in face-to-face meetings with Senators Snowe and Collins as well as Representative Pingree.  Due to a scheduling error on our part we were unable to meet with Representative Michaud, but did meet with his staff person who deals with veterans’ issues.  We were assured by each of them they are strong veterans’ supporters and will do whatever they can to push legislation for our veterans.  We in Maine are fortunate to have Senators Snowe and Collins and Representative Michaud advocating for veterans in Congress.  Congresswoman Pingree appears to be a strong veterans’ supporter, but has only two months in office at this point.

Build-A-Bear Workshop  at The Bangor Mall
Department Vice Commander Randy Kluj and Bill Dean, Sr. of Bangor Post 12 are looking for some support on Monday, March 9th at 1:00 p.m. to assemble 50 teddy bears at the Build-A-Bear Workshop at the Bangor Mall.  These bears will be given to returning troops with special case situations like the birth of a child while deployed or perhaps a soldier with a child with a health issue.  The bears will be distributed by the Maine Troop Greeters at the Bangor Airport.  All Legion family members are invited to help with this patriotic project. 
Freedom Salute Ceremony
There will be a Freedom Salute Ceremony for soldiers of the Embedded Training Team and other returning soldiers from the Maine Army National Guard at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 7, 2009.  The ceremony will be held at the Veterans Administration, Togus Auditorium, Building 210.
The Freedom Salute will honor 18 returning soldiers of the Maine Army National Guard after serving one year in Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  All Legion family members are invited to attend.  FMI, please contact Capt. Shanon Cotta at 626-4390.

IRS Filing Requirement
Small tax-exempt American Legion posts whose annual gross receipts are normally $25,000 or less are required to electronically submit Form 990-N, also known as the e-Postcard, unless they choose to file a complete Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.  The first e-Postcards were due in 2008 and are due every year by the 15th day of the 5th month after the close of your tax year.  Example: If your tax year ended on December 31, 2008 the e-Postcard is due on May 15, 2009.  You cannot file the e-Postcard until after your tax year ends.
Grande Testimonial
The testimonial for Grand Chef De Gare Kenneth Bouchard and La Grande President Pat Smith will be held at LaFleur’s Restaurant, Main St., Jay, on Saturday, March 21, 2009 with a social hour starting at 12 p.m.  Lunch is at 1 p.m. with a Roast and Toast at 2 p.m.  Menu choices are stuffed chicken, baked haddock or roast pork for $17.00.  Please make checks payable to Voiture 354 and mail to Ken Bouchard, 35 Lavoie St., Jay 04239.  Please include choice of meal.  Cut off is March 10th.
Kudos
Old Orchard Beach Post 57 for their donation of $500 to the United Methodist Church Food Pantry.

Donations
Dixfield Post 100





$50.00 – Special Olympics

Dixfield Post 100





$50.00 – Blind Camp

Directory Changes
Pgs. 6, 13, 88, Ray Lemieux e-mail: boyscout@roadrunner.com
Pg. 49, Monmouth Post 204, Regular meetings will resume on Tues., Mar. 17 at 7 p.m. and every 3rd Tues. thereafter through Sept.  Meetings will be held at the Monmouth Fish & Game Clubhouse at 347 U.S. Rte. 202 near the intersection of Blue & Bog Roads.
District Meetings
District 16 – S. Aroostook: March 7, Presque Isle Post 88, 1 p.m.

District 3 – Androscoggin: Mar. 8, Auburn Post 31, 2 p.m.

District 15 – Washington: Mar. 8, Cherryfield Post 8, 2 p.m., dinner to follow

District 12 – Hancock: Mar. 10, Blue Hill Post 85, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. mtg.

District 7 – Lincoln:  Mar. 11, Waldoboro Post 179, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. mtg.
District 9 – Kennebec: March 11, Waterville Post 5, 7 p.m.

District 11 – Waldo: March 15, Stockton Springs Post 157, 2 p.m.

District 5 – Oxford: March 18, Norway Post 82, 7 p.m., elections (Note: changed from Mar. 17)
District 14 – Piscataquis: March 21, Sangerville Post 165, 6:30 p.m. supper, 7:30 mtg.

What’s Happening?
Veteran’s Memorial Park Benefit Supper:  March 7, Masonic Hall, Route 2, Hermon, 5-7 p.m.  Supper consists of Beef Stew, Chicken Stew, yeast rolls and gingerbread.  Price is by donation.  There will be raffles on some items donated by local businesses.  The money raised is for the Veteran’s Memorial Park project.
Condolences
Herman Pelletier, Van Buren Post 49 has recently passed away.
Auxiliary Corner
National President Desiree Stoy is scheduled to arrive this Monday, March 9.  Her visitation to Maine will be from March 9 through the 11th.  A banquet in her honor will be held on Tuesday, March 10 at the Alfred W. Maxwell Post/Unit 40 in Winthrop.
Menu: Choice of Chicken or Roast Beef with vegetables etc. Price $12.  Social Hour: 5 p.m.; Dinner 6 p.m. 
Please contact Eleanor Bowers, 29 Rockyhaven Ln., Winthrop, ME 04364 or Tel: 377-2823 or Judy Armstrong, Tel: 933-5008. Tickets will be held at the door.  Please contact Eleanor or Judy ASAP if you can make the banquet as we want to give President Stoy a nice warm Maine Legion family welcome. 

Department President’s Testimonial: The testimonial for Department President Donna “Bunny” Greenlaw will be held on Saturday, April 4 at the Fitzgerald-Cummings Post/Unit 2 in Augusta.  Social hour: 5 p.m., Dinner 6 p.m.
Menu: Choice of Chicken Cordon Bleu for $12 or Baked Haddock for $15.  

For tickets please contact Joyce Thurlow, 1 Meadowrue Dr., Augusta 04330 or call her at 626-8136.  

ALA District 4 meeting has been changed to March 22nd and will be held at the Fitzgerald-Cummings Unit 2, Augusta.

Donna “Bunny” Greenlaw

Department President









Best Wishes,











Ron Sailor




    




Department Adjutant
POST DUES RATE FOR 2010
The following form should be submitted to Department Headquarters by April 1, 2009, for your Posts 2010 dues rate.  Please submit this form even if your dues rate is not changing. Dues rates received after this date will not be reflected on the first renewal notice for 2010 membership. 

Detach the form and return it to The American Legion, Department of Maine, P.O. Box 900, Waterville, Maine 04903-0900.

----------------------------------------------------------------


2010 POST DUES RATE
( We have no changes for the 2010 Post dues rate  - OR –

1. List the mailing address of the Post or officer to whom your 2010 renewal notices will be sent.  We MUST have a complete address, including zip code.

Post Name and No.: ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Mailing address: ___________________________________________________

Town: __________________________ State: __________ Zip: _____________

2. Amount to be charged by your Post for 2010 annual dues $____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________Post Commander or Adjutant signs


THIS FORM MUST BE RETURNED BY APRIL 1, 2009
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