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ARGETS

2009 - 2010 Membership Target Dates

* September 8, 2009 - 50 percent

October 13, 2009 - 55 percent

November 16, 2009 - 65 percent

* December 8, 2009 - 75 percent

January 12, 2010 - 80 percent

* February 9, 2010 - 85 percent

March 9, 2010 - 90 percent

* April 13, 2010 – 95 percent

May 11, 2010 - 100 percent

* This date is also a renewal notice cutoff date. Membership transmittals received at State Headquarters on these target dates will stop additional renewal mailings (and subsequently save

renewal mailing cost charges to the Department).
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July 23, 2010
( SMILE (
The mind forgets, but the heart always remembers.

Baseball
For American Legion Baseball fans, a perfect summer day is spent sitting in the stands, watching a Legion World Series game. Those who are unable to attend the upcoming World Series in Spokane, Wash., Aug. 13-17, can enjoy the next best thing: watching the games online, as they’re played. For the second year in a row, the Legion Baseball World Series will be streamed live via the Legion’s Web site. 
 

All 14 games played this year at Avista Stadium will be available for live viewing online at www.legion.org. Fans tuning in will hear play-by-play announcements from former Major League Baseball star Jeff Kent, as well as longtime Legion Baseball supporter Jim Darby.  
 

Last year’s World Series in Fargo, N.D., marked the Legion’s first-ever web streaming of games. Nearly 19,000 unique visitors from 15 different countries tuned in to watch a total of 2.4 million minutes of play throughout the four-day tournament. 
 

Fans who missed last year’s live streaming of the championship, or who simply want to see the highlights, can still watch the webcasts from the 2009 American Legion Baseball World Series. Go to www.legion.org/legiontv and click on “Baseball.”
 

In the meantime, remember to tune in to www.legion.org/baseball Aug. 13-17 to watch live coverage, free of charge, of the 2010 American Legion Baseball World Series.
 

 
Cell Phones for Soldiers
 
"Cell Phones for Soldiers" is a national organization that is becoming a huge success for our soldiers and their families across America.  This is due to the effort of a couple of young Americans from Norwell, MA coupled with ReCellular as its exclusive recycling organization.

 

As of July 2010, we the American Legion Post 56 at 9 Hannaford Drive, York, ME 03909 will become an official drop off point for "Cell Phones for Soldiers".  The hours will be Monday thru Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. and Sunday 12 noon to 5:00 p.m.  Should you need more information, please contact Mel Bates at 
361-3018. 

 

The purpose of this program is to collect old, no longer used cell phones for recycling and turn them into phone cards for our troops both here and overseas.  We believe that the men and women who serve our country should be able to contact their families whenever they have the opportunity.  With these phone cards, they will be able to do this.

  
District Meetings
District 12 – Hancock: Aug. 1, Gouldsboro Outing, meal at 12 noon 

District 9 – Kennebec: Aug. 11, Hallowell Post 6, 7 p.m. mtg., refreshments (with donation plate) will follow.
What’s Happening?
Bake Bean Supper:  July 24, Howland Post 97, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. , with hot dogs, American Chop Suey, fried onions, coleslaw, rolls, and desserts.  Take outs available, call 290-4490. Public is welcome.  

Suzy Q. Karaoke/Dance Party: July 24, Waterville Post 5, 8 p.m.  Come down and enjoy the great times with Suzy Q.’s Kool Karaoke.  Slide shows and videos on the big screen TV.
Fairfield Post 14 Open House:  July 31, 86 Main St., Fairfield, 4 p.m. dinner, entertainment 6 p.m. – 9 p.m., Post 14 will provide hamburgers & hot dogs, pot luck for salads and desserts, please.  Hosted by the post, unit and squadron.  RSVP by July 24 to Mike Coyne (post) at 660-8916, Cathy Gurney (unit) 238-6031 or Paul Roberts (squadron) at 649-1288.

District 12 Outing at Gouldsboro: Aug. 1, Gouldsboro Point, 12 noon but come early and visit awhile.  We will have lobster, mussels and corn on the cob all cooked in sea water.  Please bring whatever else you want plus small table and chairs.  $8 per lobster.  Please RSVP to Thomas Newman, 32 Marshall Brook Rd., SW Harbor 04679 or call 244-4010.  The deadline for ordering lobster will be July 23.  Follow route 1, east from Ellsworth until you see the sign Gouldsboro point.

SAL Squadron 76 Lobster Bake: August 7, Scarborough Post 76, 40 Manson Libby Road, Scarborough Industrial Park, 1 p.m. – 4 p.m., twin lobsters, steamed clams, corn on the cob, salads, desserts, $20.00 pp. Tickets by advanced reservation only. Call 883-3902, leave message or go to the Post Home, Weds. through Sun., 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
2010 Navy Open Golf Tournament: Aug. 25, Bath Country Club, sponsored by District 8.  Returning co-chairmen for 2010 are Joe Byrnes USN (Ret) of Post 21 (Bath) and Roger Dumont USN (Ret) of Post 171 (Harpswell). It is estimated that from 100 to 128 golfers will enter the tournament, and the exposure to your business/organization would be significant.  Proceeds of this year’s tournament will be used to help fund the Navy’s departure ceremony from Brunswick Naval Air Station, assist in supporting the local Sea Cadet unit, provide continued Internet access for long-term care patients at Togus VA hospital and support local area veterans through the programs of The American Legion.  Sponsorship of a hole is $150; golf cart sponsorship is $50.  For the listed prices, your logo and name will be displayed in the tee box, at the green or on a golf cart.  Individuals will be put into foursomes.  To participate, please contact any of the following:  Cdr. Ed Morton Sr., Bath Post 21, 449-1764, edm_132@yahoo.com, Cdr. Bill O’Connell, Harpswell Post 171, 833-6048, Billoc1203@aol.com ,Cdr. Bill Lary, Topsham Post 202, 522-4024, blary908@yahoo.com or Area Representative Mike Frelk, Bath Post 21, 522-9832, am4pack@gwi.net
Kudos
Fort Fairfield Post 27 Adjutant Patricia Scull and crew of Fort Fairfield for the Blue Star Banner Program held last week in conjunction with the Maine Potato Blossom Festival. It appears that the ceremony went over very well with 14 families participating. 

Donations
THANK YOU           THANK YOU           THANK YOU

Diane Evans







$30 – C&Y, in memory of Walter Miete
Letters
Dear Mr. Woods and American Legion,
I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to learn a great deal about our government through the Dirigo Boys State program.  It was an unforgettable experience that allowed me to discover a lot about my self-confidence and leadership ability, as well.  The staff was energetic and extremely supportive.

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

Tony Strada, Marshwood High School

Thank You

I would like to give a big thank you to everyone who sent cards on the recent loss of my brother Duane.
Ron Cropley

Sick Call

District 14 Commander Randy Kluj is home recovering from surgery.  Cards may be sent to him at 448 John Dean Rd., Ornville 04463
Sons of The American Legion

Detachment News
Okay gentlemen, time to tighten those belts and get to work on membership. Our first target date for 2011 dues is September 9th and we need to be at 10%. This isn’t hard to accomplish.   I know a lot of squadrons are on summer vacation and I know this is what slows some of you down, but it’s still possible to talk to your members.  Let’s do it right.  Most still think dues are due January 1st of any given year which is what has put us behind and or fighting at the end. Dues are due NOW, the deadline is December 31st.  Let’s look at the deadline as October not December and then maybe we can train our brain to pay early.

With summer comes activities.  If your squadron has an activity, please submit it to me on Wednesday and I’ll see to it that it makes the smile that same Friday.

My project this year, in partnership with American Legion Auxiliary President Nancy True, is the Homeless Veterans. Nancy and I spoke at Togus last Friday and she is bragging on monies they have raised so far and I’d like to see more coming from squadrons, also ask your neighbors, friends and family.  We need to raise more than they do or we will find ourselves cooking come next year and not drinking and gloating. So let’s show them we can do it.

Remember NUMBERS DONT LIE

Brian Danforth, Detachment Commander, E-Mail: detachmentofficer@yahoo.com, Phone 314-0222

Auxiliary Corner
It seems Sons of the American Legion Commander Brian Danforth challenged my husband, Dan, to donate $26 through the SAL toward our joint project, which he did.  Brian then threw Dan under the bus by telling me to look at his checkbook!  Brian, I have a message from Dan: “You should know that on that same day that I gave you a check, I also donated $50 through the American Legion Auxiliary for the Homeless Veterans project, and I think every Post should do the same.”  You Legionnaires ready to back me?  Don’t wait, get out those checkbooks and send a check to ALA Department Headquarters today earmarked Homeless Veterans Project! Remember, for every Post and Unit that donates at least $25, I will donate an additional $5.  This offer also goes to all Past Department Commanders and Presidents.

The first issue of the Auxiliary Pine Tree News will be mailed in September, after we return from the National Convention.  Anyone wanting to get in an article must get it to ALA Department Headquarters no later than August 10th.  Also, anyone wishing to receive the Pine Tree News must send a check in the amount of $10 to ALA Department Headquarters.  Be sure to include your name and address.  Reminder, each Unit is required to send in $10 for the Pine Tree News as one of your assessments.  The Pine Tree News is full of useful information for all members, and the cost is minimal – only a $1 an issue! Send in your money today!  Remember, knowledge is power!

I have to say, the creation of the American Legion Auxiliary through the American Legion was one of the best things the Veterans did for their organization; working side-by-side unselfishly helping those in need.  What a great feeling!  What a great accomplishment!  Keep up the good work ladies and gentlemen!

Yours in Service,

Nancy G. True

Department President
Best Wishes,
            








Lloyd Woods,
  

   
 






          Department Adjutant 
Post Officers Form

In order for your post to be listed correctly in the directory and to receive correspondence, the Post Officer’s Form needs to be completed and mailed to this office.  This form needs to be completed every year, even if your officers do not change.  The following posts have NOT submitted a Post Officers Form for 2010-2011.  PLEASE fill out the Officer’s form and return it to Department Headquarters or e-mail to sherry@mainelegion.org as soon as possible.  This is the last chance to have your correct information listed in the directory.
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We also need District 6 report and name of Area 4 Rep.

Maine American Legion Baseball

2010 State Tournament

Wainwright Farm Complex

Date                Game              Teams                                                      Times



Wed. July 28     

Game 1      Zone 3 Winner vs Zone 4 Winner              10:00 a.m.-Field A



Game 2      Zone 2 Winner vs Runner-up*
               11:00 a.m.-Field B


Game 3      Zone 5 Winner vs Runner-up*
                 2:00 p.m.-Field A
           

Game 4      Zone 1 Winner vs Runner-up*
                 4:00 p.m.-Field B

Thur. July 29 


Game 5      Loser Game 1 vs Loser Game 2                 10:00 a.m.-Field A



Game 6      Loser Game 3 vs Loser Game 4                 11:00 a.m.-Field B



Game 7      Winner Game 1 vs Winner Game 2             2:00 p.m.-Field A



Game 8      Winner Game 3 vs Winner Game 4             4:00 p.m.-Field B

Fri. July 30 

Game 9      Winner Game 6 vs Loser Game 7               11:00 a.m.-Field A
            



Game 10    Winner Game 5 vs Loser Game 8                 1:00 p.m.-Field B



Game 11    Winner Game 7 vs Winner Game 8              3:30 p.m.-Field A

Sat. July 31


Game 12     Loser Game 11 vs Winner Game 9 (Note 1)      11:00 a.m.-Field A


             
Game 13     Winner Game11 vs Winner Game 10                   3:00 p.m.-Field A


Sun. Aug 1


            Game 14     Winner Game 12 vs Winner Game 13 (Note 2)        12:00 Noon Field A


            Game 15     Winner Game12 vs Winner Game13 (if necessary)    3:30 p.m.-Field A

Playoffs for last two Runner-up spots will be played at Wainwright Farm Complex in South Portland, officials for the games will be assigned by the umpire in charge for the State Tournament, Zone Commissioners for teams to supervise the games.  Host will collect at the gate to pay for officials and retain the profits if any or teams will share the cost. Teams will also provide balls equally.

Pairings for first round games will not have two teams from the same zone meeting until the 3rd round (day).

Note 1—Pairings for Game12 and 13 will not match previous opponents unless absolutely necessary.

Note 2—If three teams remain after Game 13, the Winner of Game 11 will receive the bye in Game 14. 

Northeast Regional- Middletown CT, August 05-09, 2010.

World Series – Spokane Washington, August 13-17 2010.
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