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ARGETS

2009 - 2010 Membership Target Dates

* September 8, 2009 - 50 percent

October 13, 2009 - 55 percent

November 16, 2009 - 65 percent

* December 8, 2009 - 75 percent

January 12, 2010 - 80 percent

* February 9, 2010 - 85 percent

March 9, 2010 - 90 percent

* April 13, 2010 – 95 percent

May 11, 2010 - 100 percent

* This date is also a renewal notice cutoff date. Membership transmittals received at State Headquarters on these target dates will stop additional renewal mailings (and subsequently save

renewal mailing cost charges to the Department).
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The American Legion

Department of Maine

P.O. Box 900, Waterville, ME 04903

Tel: (207) 873-3229 

E-mail: legionme@mainelegion.org
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April 23, 2010
( SMILE (
Never shirk one simple duty: Earn your honors, earn your rest.
Congratulations to the following for achieving 100% in membership:

Augusta Post #2     Richmond Post #132
Department Testimonial
The Department Testimonial for Department Commander Andy Olson, Department President Lois Hubbard, and SAL Detachment Commander Bruce Pierce will be held Saturday, May 15, 2010 at The American Legion Post 5 in Waterville.  Social hour will be at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m., with program to follow.  There will be entertainment in the canteen following the ceremony.  Dinner choices are Roast Beef or Chicken Cordon Bleu with baked potato, peas, salad, rolls and cheesecake with strawberry topping for $20 per person. Send check for dinner reservations to the Department of Maine, P.O. Box 900, Waterville 04903-0900 indicating your choice of Roast Beef or Chicken Cordon Bleu.  Cutoff date for reservations is May 7, 2010.  Tickets may be picked up at the door upon arrival.  For anyone who may wish to stay overnight, please call the Fireside Inn and Suites at 873-3335 to make your hotel reservations, and don’t forget to mention the Legion. Cost/night is $59.95 (plus tax).  
Veterans Conference
There will be a Seacoast Veterans Conference conducted at Pease Air National Guard Base, Bldg 149, 302 Newmarket St., Portsmouth, NH on Thursday, May 13, 2010. The conference is free, however you must register by calling Linda at 1-800-852-3345 x 8560 giving your name, organizational affiliation, if any, and contact information and also if you require special accommodations. You will be introduced to State, Federal and Community Resources, learn about VA HealthCare and VA benefits, Tour a Mobile Vet Center.

 

 
Past National Commanders’ Leadership Awards
There are a couple of awards that probably should be brought forward more. One is the Outstanding Post Commander Award and the other is the Outstanding District Commander Award. Both of these awards are presented to the respective recipient at department convention and are known as the Past National Commander’s Leadership Award.  

The District Commander award will be known as the Past National Commander William J. Rogers’s Award and the symbol awarded will be a Roger’s Ranger.

The Post Commander award will be known as the Past National Commander Anthony G. “Tony” Jordan Award and the symbol awarded will be a Tony’s Tiger.

Both awards will be presented by Past National Commander Anthony Jordan and both Department Vice Commanders after they review all of the submitted nominees to determine the winners. 

Each recipient will be notified by the Department Adjutant to confirm his/her presence at convention and he will also procure the awards to be presented. 

Each of these awards has a submission date of no later than May 1. Please consider nominating an individual to be a recipient of one of these awards. As of this date, April 7, Department has not received any nominees for either of these awards. I know there are some individuals out there that are worthy of these awards and hope that others are also.  

District Meetings
	
	


District 16 – S. Aroostook: May 1, Caribou Post 15, 1 p.m., 2 p.m. mtg.

District 1 – York: May 2, North Berwick Post 87, 4 p.m. with refreshments to follow, District elections.
District 17 – N. Aroostook: May 2, Madawaska Post 147, 1 p.m. dinner, District elections

District 7 – Lincoln: May 5, Damariscotta Post 42, 6 p.m., elections of officers

District 15 – Washington:  May 9, Woodland Post 23, 2 p.m., elections

District 12 – Hancock:  May 11, Stonington Post 102, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. meeting

District 8 – Sagadahoc:  May 13, Topsham Post 202, 6 p.m., election of officers

District 2 – Cumberland:  May 16, S. Portland Post 35, 4 p.m., elections and nominations, memorial service for deceased veterans and pot luck supper
District 11 – Waldo:  May 16, Unity Post 50, 2 p.m.

District 13 – Penobscot:  May 16, Howland Post 97, 12 noon lunch, 1 p.m. mtg., Installation of Officers
District 5 – Oxford:  May 18, Fryeburg Post 137, 7 p.m.

District 14 – Piscataquis: May 22, Greenville Post 94, 6:30 p.m. supper, 7:30 p.m. meeting, election of officers

What’s Happening?
St. George Ball Field Flag Raising:  Apr. 24, St. George Ball Field, 10 a.m., Kinney-Melquist Post 34 will be honoring Sgt. Malcolm & Hilda Wiley.  Malcolm is a 64 year member of the post.  Speakers will be Ralph Cline, Jr., Beverly Emerson, Jim Skoglund, Don Clark, Jackie Harjula, Bill Hickey, Bob Faustini and family members.  All are welcome. 
Benefit Spaghetti Dinner:  Apr. 24, Thomaston Post 37, 5 -7 p.m., spaghetti with garlic bread and pies for dessert.  All proceeds go to the Iraq Star Foundation.  Adults - $7 and children - $4.
Orono Post 84 Raffle:  Henry Repeating Arms, Golden Boy, Boy Scout Centennial Edition. Tickets are $10 each, 5 for $40, or 15 for $100.  Only 500 tickets to sell.  All proceeds benefit local Boy Scouts.

Freedom Salute Ceremony: May 1, Peakes Auditorium, 885 Broadway, Bangor High School, Bangor, honoring the 286th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, Maine Army National Guard, consisting of 81 soldiers and their families. The ceremony will commence at 11:00 a.m.
Camp Tall Pines Clean-Up Day:  May 1, Middle Range Pond just off Route 26 in Poland, 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.   The American Legion/Auxiliary Camp Tall Pines Committee will host a luncheon cook-out for all who join them this day.  Please call 879-0489 prior to April 29, if able to volunteer.  This helps plan for the right amount of food for lunch.

Special Meeting Post #150 Mechanic Falls: May 2, 2010, 3:00 p.m., to discuss purchasing an adjacent piece of property. 

Maine Military & Community Network Event:  May 6, Cary Medical Center, Caribou, 6 p.m.  A discussion
will be held on “To War and Back Again: Your Neighborhood Service Member Talks about Coming Home”.    For more information please visit www.MaineMCN.org.

Locke Mills: May 7th, Post 68 is holding a benefit Bingo for the Western Maine Advisory Committee’s Military Vehicle Show. The doors will open at 4:00 p.m. and Bingo games start at 6:00 p.m. Great food from the kitchen will be available! We hope to see lots of players there and alot of fun! For further information please contact Commander Wayne Hakala at 207 875-2375 or by e-mail at JacksonSilverPost68@roadrunner.com
Palermo Post 163: Breakfast is on May 8 all you can eat for $5.00. We are having a rotisserie chicken dinner on May 15 all you can eat for $7.00. Breakfast is 7:00 a.m. til 9:00 a.m.;  supper 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. For more info contact Clayton at 993-2589 or email at cnyork85@hotmail.com
Armed Forces Day:  May 15, Standish Post 128, Route 25 Standish, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Day of recognition and honor for military families.  Many events to be held including presentation of the Blue Star Banner. 

Armed Forces Day Celebration:  May 16, North Berwick Post 87 North Berwick. 1p.m. Dedication of bridge to honor all Veterans, Raising of Silver Star Flag to honor those who are wounded or ill and Honoring of War dead. 
Kudos
Big Kudos goes to C. Fayette Staples Post #57, OOB for the following groups for donations given:

S.M.A.A., Scarborough for the Meals on Wheels program $1,000.00; March of Dimes, Portland $100.00 and the New England Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America, Walpole, Massachusetts $100.00
Thank You
I would like to give a big thanks to all those who sent me get well cards. It’s great to have so many that are really your Legion friends. It sure seems good to be out of the hospital, then re-hab, plus home health care. I am doing great in my recovery. God Bless my Legion and the Auxiliary. Clifford L. Quinney, PDC
Condolences

Anna Deane, wife of Guilford Post 119 incoming Commander Ronald Deane passed away on Saturday April 17.  Cards may be sent to Ron at PO Box 185, Sangerville, ME  04479-0185.

Sick Call

Second Vice Commander, Brenda Dearborn is recuperating from surgery. Cards can be sent to her at her residence at 97 Spring St., Gardiner 04345.

Sons of The American Legion

Detachment News
The next Membership target is 100% by May 12th. Recruitment of new members is always important. Look in your squadron roster for those renewals. Remember your three R’s: Recruit, Renew and Reinstate.

The spring report packages have been sent out. I’m calling on all squadrons to fill out those consolidated reports and send them in to Detachment no later than May 8th. Gentlemen, we need this information so the greater organization and others can see what we do and what we are all about.

Squadron 92 in Bownville Junction will be restarting this Saturday. Vice Commander Dickie Huntley will be going over to give a hand. Congratulations squadron 92.

The Sons of Squadron One in Rockland is serving up pizza tonight followed by an all request DJ from 7 to 11 PM. Squadron 1 will host a Round Robin Horse Shoe tournament on Saturday, April 24th with prizes and a 50/50. Everyone is welcome.

Post 5 Waterville will host a benefit concert on June 6th for the Homeless Veterans of Maine. Nashville recording artists; Debbie Myers, Sonny Perry and the Nashville North Band, and Maine Academy of Country 
Music founder Bob Elston and the Road Rangers Band will be performing live on stage from 11 to 4 PM. SAL Squadron 5 will be selling hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken. There’ll be a 50/50 raffle and a silent auction. Adult admission $10, under sixteen $5 and under five free. For more information, call Brian Danforth at 314-0222.  
	
	


If your Squadron has an event and would like it in the SMILE, contact me by Wednesday at unclebru2@aol.com. 

Yours in Service.

Bruce Pierce 

Detachment Commander

	
	

	

	

	
	


Auxiliary Corner
Due to the National President, Rita Navarrete being in the State of Maine this week and the ALA President accompanying her on her visit, we will not have an article. However, I will bring everyone up to date in next week’s article.

---------------------WORKING TOGETHER BRINGS RESULTS--------------------

Lois M. Hubbard
                                                          


1561 Mason Bay Rd.

ALA President             

                                              


Jonesport, ME 04649

Email:misslois@mgemaine.com                                   



TEL: 207-497-5949

FAX: 207-497-5949
Best Wishes,



        

            




Lloyd Woods,
  

     
 
Department Adjutant  
WISH LIST – April 2010
Department of Veterans Affairs Center (135)

1 VA Center

Augusta, Maine 04330
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(207) 621-4886

mysti.grass@va.gov

VOLUNTEER ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Drivers for Volunteer Transportation Network (Sanford and Portland Areas)

2. Mealtime companions for long term care patients (any lunch and dinner during the week)

3. 73 Patriot Place and Dialysis - 1-on-1 visitation/reading and talking with patient

4. Parking Lot Shuttle driver

5. Information Desk

6. Escort Volunteers

7. Supply, Process and Distribution Center

8. Primary Care Customer Service Assistant

ONGOING PROGRAM SUPPORT:
1. Calling cards (60 minutes or more per card)

2. Coffee funds (provides coffee in waiting areas/wards/clinics)
3. Afghans (for a twin bed)

4. Comfort Items, i.e., shampoo, bar soap, deodorant, disposable razors etc. (No alcohol based products)
5. Diabetic snacks funds
6. Newspaper funds (provides newspapers in waiting areas/wards/clinics)
7. General Patient Comfort Fund including Memorial Donations
8. Adapted Sports Equipment/Outings - Recreation Therapy

9. National Rehabilitation Events (Golden Age Games, Winter Sports, Wheelchair Games, and Creative Arts )
SPECIAL REQUESTS/PROJECTS: 

1. Unit 4 South activity sponsorship (approx $50 pizza party, $25 ice cream social)

2. Organizations to sponsor entertainment on 73 Patriot Place

3. Parking Lot Shuttle Vehicle Project

4. Electric Razors

5. Community Based Mental Health Activities (Sponsorship of bowling, pool and other various activities)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NOT NEEDED AT THIS TIME!  Books; Used Stamps; any clothing that is stained or torn; Jigsaw Puzzles; Playing Cards; Magazines over three months old; Dental Floss; After-Shave; Hand Lotion; Writing Tablets; Pens; and Envelopes.  Due to Infection Control policies we are unable to take used walkers, canes, or crutches at this time.

The Internal Revenue Service has announced that under the Tax Code, donations to the Department of Veterans Affairs’ General Post Fund for exclusively public purposes are deductible from federal income taxes in the manner and to the extent allowable.  The announcement reflects the tax law provision, which makes those donations deductible as “donations to the United States”.  Donations to support any of the Department’s programs are deductible, whether the donor directs that the donated funds be used for a specific purpose or allows the Department to decide how the donated funds will be used.  Donated funds made by check should be made out to “VAVS” and sent to the address above.
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